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Item 1.01 Entry into a Material Definitive Agreement.

On September 10, 2012, Koppers International B. V. (“KIBV”), a wholly owned subsidiary of Koppers Holdings Inc. (the “Company”), entered into a joint
venture contract (the “Contract”) with Yizhou Group Company Limited (“Yizhou”), pursuant to which the parties have agreed to establish a limited liability
equity joint venture company. The total investment in the joint venture company will be RMB 500,000,000. KIBV will have a 75% equity interest in the joint
venture company.

The purpose of the joint venture company will be to construct, own and operate a state-of-the-art tar distillation facility (the “Facility”) in Pizhou City, Jiangsu
Province, China. The Facility will be capable of distilling approximately 300,000 metric tons of coal tar into various products, including soft pitch. Construction
of the Facility is expected to commence in late 2012, with completion targeted for the first half of 2014.

The Facility will be located near Yizhou’s coke batteries in Pizhou City, which will provide coal tar to the Facility for use as a raw material. The Facility will also
be located adjacent to two other plants — a needle coke plant and a carbon black plant — that will be constructed and owned primarily by subsidiaries of Nippon
Steel Chemical Co., Ltd. (“Nippon”). In addition to the Contract, Koppers Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of the Company, entered into an arrangement that will
result in the sale of soft pitch produced at the Facility to Nippon for use in the production of needle coke at Nippon’s adjacent needle coke facility.
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